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Biological Waste Disposal for the 14th floor (yellow containers) 

 
1. Definition:  

a. Biological waste includes: 
i. liquids such as used cell culturing media, supernatant, blood or blood fractions 

(serum), etc., which contain viable biological agents; 
ii. materials considered pathological, including any part of the human body, 

tissues and bodily fluids, but excluding fluids, extracted teeth, hair, nail 
clippings and the like that are not infectious; 

iii. any part of an animal infected [or suspected to be infected] with a 
communicable disease; 

iv. non-sharp, solid laboratory waste (empty plastic cell culture flasks and petri 
dishes, empty plastic tubes, gloves, wrappers, absorbent tissues, etc.) which 
may be, or is known to be, contaminated with viable biological agents; 

v. all sharp and pointed items used in medical care, diagnosis, and research, 
including the manipulation and care of laboratory animals, which should be 
considered potentially infectious; 

vi. Laboratory glassware which is known or suspected to be contaminated with 
hazardous biological agents. 
 

2. Responsibility: 
a. Laboratories which manipulate potentially hazardous biological agents and 

materials, and generate waste containing such agents are responsible for the 
separation, packaging and treatment of their laboratory waste prior to its removal 
and disposal. 
 

3. Precaution:  
a. Materials contaminated with hazardous biological agents must be collected in the 

appropriate containers and sterilized or disinfected before disposal. 
i. Never Autoclave Yellow Bio Waste plastic 20 litre pails: it will damage the 

autoclave and ruin the integrity of the pail! 
ii. Do not autoclave mixed waste i.e., laboratory waste contaminated with a 

combination of viable biological and hazardous or radioactive agents. Refer to 
[https://ehs.utoronto.ca/laboratory-hazardous-waste-management-and-
disposal-manual/mixed-waste] for more information.  

 
4. Storage: 

a. Liquids containing Biohazardous Agents: 
i. Collect in leak-proof containers such as flasks or bottles 

ii. To autoclave, use liquid waste containers designed to withstand autoclaving 
temperatures.  

iii. Do not seal containers while autoclaving  
b. Solids containing Biohazardous Agents 

https://ehs.utoronto.ca/laboratory-hazardous-waste-management-and-disposal-manual/mixed-waste
https://ehs.utoronto.ca/laboratory-hazardous-waste-management-and-disposal-manual/mixed-waste
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i. Collect in the Bio Waste plastic 20 liter pail: 

 Non-sharp, solid laboratory waste (empty plastic cell culture flasks and 
petri dishes, agar plates, plastic tubes, gloves, wrappers, absorbent 
tissues, etc.) 

 For laboratories generating large volumes of agar gel in disposable petri 
dishes and tubes requiring sterilization, such waste should be collected in 
a yellow Bio Waste plastic 20 litre pail in the laboratory. After sealing the 
pail and filling in the tag, the pail must be placed beside other waste 
awaiting removal by EPS. 
NOTE: Autoclave bags filled with plastic ware containing agar gel tend to 
leak fluids during and after sterilization. The pail will contain the liquids 
released by the agar gel. 
 

 
 These plastic pails display the biohazard warning symbol and are 

available in the 14th floor waste disposal area near door 1472. If 
additional pails are required, please inform admin.tbep@utoronto.ca or 
reception.tbep@utoronto.ca  
 

5. Treatment Methods: 
a. When necessary for safety reasons, inactivate the biological agents by either 

chemical disinfection or autoclaving (the most reliable and preferred method)  
 

6. Disposal 
a. Liquid waste: 

i. After autoclaving or chemical disinfection, innocuous liquids may be 
disposed through the lab drainage system. Flush with sufficient clean 
water to purge the drain immediately after disposal of all liquids 

ii. Do NOT pour melted agar into sink or floor drains  
b. Solid Waste: 

i. Seal the pail with the rubber mallet, then fill in the tag with the lab’s name 
and biosafety certificate number 

ii. Place the pail in the pickup zone (inside door 1472) 

NOTE: Pails that are not labelled as prescribed above will not be picked up 
by EPS. 

mailto:admin.tbep@utoronto.ca
mailto:reception.tbep@utoronto.ca
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7. APPENDIX 
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8. Reference:  
a. https://ehs.utoronto.ca/laboratory-hazardous-waste-management-and-disposal-

manual/biological-waste-disposal/ 
 

https://ehs.utoronto.ca/laboratory-hazardous-waste-management-and-disposal-manual/biological-waste-disposal/
https://ehs.utoronto.ca/laboratory-hazardous-waste-management-and-disposal-manual/biological-waste-disposal/

